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THEORETICAL ORIENTATIONS
The paper by LaMar T. Empey is a comprehensive systematic survey of sociological theories of crime. It summarizes and critiques the diverse theories that have been developed to account for criminal behavior and points to their implications for implementing programs designed to rehabilitate offenders. The paper by Susan O. White and Murray A. Straus presents a partial theory that violent behavior arises out of violence within the family. They suggest the need for implementing interventions early in the lives of persons who may be at risk of developing violent and criminal behaviors, as well as some of the difficulties involved, particularly with interventions of a preventive nature. Sarnoff A. Mednick's paper is on the origins of psychopathy, a condition often said to be involved with resistant and socially damaging patterns of criminal behavior. Although the paper has a distinctly biological orientation, it has broader implications for research on intervention efforts.
LIMITATIONS ON INTERVENTIONS
The paper by Martin King Whyte on crime control and offender rehabilitation in China presents an interesting comparison and contrast with corresponding policies in our society. It effectively counters any notions that easy solutions might be borrowed from another culture or that such "solutions" are without costs. Bruce J. Winick's paper demarcates the scope and nature of interventions called "rehabilitation" that would be legal and constitutional and indicates the likely legal limits on the planning and experimental implementation and testing of different types of interventions. Malcolm W. Klein's paper explores the scientific basis for the widely held belief in the efficacy of early intervention. He finds little firm support for the case for early intervention and in his review raises a number of questions regarding the meaning and measurement of early intervention. The paper by Joan McCord warns that the benefit-risk ratio of interventions cannot be taken for granted. The long-term results from at least one well-intended intervention were found to be distinctly harmful.
POINTS OF INTERVENTION
The paper by Greer Litton Fox explores the limited knowledge about the role and potential of the families of adult offenders in intervention efforts, speculates about the ways that such families might be permitted to par-me. New York: Basic.
